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On behalf of all the sponsors of
today’s event, I want to welcome
you and thank you for joining us.
The cosponsors are the Institute
on Religion and Public Policy, P
which is represented here by .,"' 1 4 9
Joseph Grieboski, the President; Shi Franklin §
the Foundation for Ethnic

Understanding; and NCSJ: Advocates on behalf of
Jews in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltic States & Eurasia.

I attended (I think Stacy Burdett from the Anti-
Defamation League was there as well a few years ago
in Berlin, during the 2002 OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly) a similar event which was organized by
the American and German delegations, and that was
the first OSCE event that focused on anti-Semitism.
It is very appropriate that we are back in Washington
today, having started in Germany. We now have an
opportunity to sit around the table on the side of
another OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, not only
with this forum but with an important resolution that
has been introduced by Professor Weisskirchen on
continuing the fight against anti-Semitism by
ensuring accountability.

The co-chairs of today’s event, Professor Gert
Weisskirchen and Congressman Chris Smith,
initiated a historic inter-parliamentary forum for
combating anti-Semitism. And it is the members of
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly who really
initiated this process. The United States Congress
was particularly instrumental in focusing the United
States government further on the global fight. During
the 30 years of Helsinki, as well, it has been the
United States Congress that has pushed so hard to
make sure that non-governmental organizations, such
as today’s sponsors and many others, are represented
and are able to participate alongside governments and
parliamentarians in the OSCE proceedings.

Senator George Voinovich and Congressman Smith,
together with Congressman Tom Lantos, achieved
ground-breaking legislation last year ensuring a new
office within the U.S. Department of State, and the
new U.S. law has already generated the first global

anti-Semitism report ever compiled by a government.
France, represented today by Monsieur Voisin, has an
ambassador at large for issues relating to the
Holocaust and to Jewish concerns. Germany has so
many officials focused on this effort, beginning with
Dr. Joschka Fischer and obviously with Professor
Weisskirchen. Israeli officials, represented by
Member of Knesset and former diplomat Colette
Avital, obviously play a crucial role in shaping and
advancing the struggle against anti-Semitism.

Beyond what is happening at the diplomatic level, in
which the OSCE parliamentarians and many of you
around the table have been so instrumental, it is the
legislators who are also responsible for adopting laws
back home and holding their own governments
accountable, just as the OSCE tries to hold all
governments accountable. As World Jewish Congress
President Edgar Bronfman emphasized in his keynote
address last month in Cordoba, we must not ignore
the overlap between anti-Zionist rhetoric and appeals
to anti-Semitism.

Mr. Bronfman also stressed that education is key. On
the subject of education, I should mention that we are
joined not only by ambassador Ed O’Donell, the U.S.
Special Envoy on Holocaust Issues, but his
predecessor Ambassador Randolph Bell, and I want
to take a special note to mention and to recognize
Ambassador Stephan Minikes for his work over the
last few years and to wish him the very best of luck
as he comes back to the United States. I know that
you don’t need luck, but we greatly appreciate your
efforts and we look forward to working with you in
the future back here.

I am only giving welcoming remarks. My colleague
Joe Grieboski will say a few additional words later.
But I now want to introduce Congressman Alcee
Hastings, the President of the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly. Congressman Hastings has been a leader
in the cause of civil rights, human rights, and the
fight against anti-Semitism. He is, like so many
around this table, a true believer. His presidency of
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly is not only a
proud moment for Americans, but it also underscores
the unbreakable bond between the United States and
Europe, and Eurasia, something that those who rely
on the OSCE cannot afford to take for granted. So
Congressman, thank you so much for all of your
effort and thank you for being with us here today.



The Honorable Alcee Hastings
U.S. House of Representatives

President, Parliamentary Assembly, Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe

Thank you very much, Shai. I am always proud of
Shai Franklin and the extraordinary work that he and
others do. I think were all very fortunate to have
Senator Voinovich as the prime mover in the Senate
of the legislation that was critical to us. I will take a
moment of personal pride, if you do not mind, since
she likely will not have the opportunity to welcome
you officially again here in Washington.

For those of you that have not
been with us, we are very
pleased to have with us the
distinguished delegate from
the District of Columbia,
Eleanor Holmes Norton, my
good friend. Many of you
know Mrs. Holmes Norton
and have worked with her, but
if there is a person that has a wealth of experience in
this arena she would be one of those. And I would
ask you to draw from much of the wisdom that she
has exercised throughout not just her tenure as a
Congressperson but her long struggle. Eleanor’s and
my paths have been very similar in the struggle here
in the United States against anti-Semitism and
intolerance and discrimination in many forms.

Del. Eleanor
Holmes Norton

I also take special cognizance of the fact that in this
room are two people that had lead roles in the
development of the anti-Semitism conferences and,
they are your co-chairs today: my good friend and
colleague from the United States Congress, Chris
Smith, and my good friend and colleague in the
Parliamentary Assembly — I have known him from
my beginnings in this organization — Professor Gert
Weisskirchen, as two of the people that were
responsible for us being able to get to Vienna and
Berlin and later in Cordoba. In addition, [Canadian]
Senator Jerry Grafstein is here and [Representative]
Ben Cardin is here, and 1
am here, and I think the
only one that is not here but
has been in meetings at
others times that were very
instrumental in the
Parliamentary Assembly is
[U.S. House Minority
Whip] Steny Hoyer. So to
have five of the six of us four years later, and to add
Senator Voinovich to that mix, is an honor for you
and for me.

7
Rep. Ben Cardin

Some of you have been in these settings with us. Our
effectiveness is often linked together, but as
parliamentarians who participate in this Assembly we
are all working, at least here, on a national level to
implement the strategies to which our Assembly has
committed itself. We could not have gone forward
very much — Shai, you mentioned ambassador
Minikes — I’'m going to be in a void when the
ambassador leaves Vienna. He has been a guiding
light not only on this subject but on a substantial
number of matters in which this organization
interfaces. And Steve, as you exit this stage and enter
right into a flourishing life, I want to thank you
personally for all of the things that you have done.

The Time for Action is Now

In Vienna and Berlin, and
recently in Cordoba, this
organization at each of these
historic meetings has renewed
and increased its commitment
to reduce the threat of anti-
Semitism and worked to
promote universal tolerance.
That is something we need to focus on. We need to
recognize, and I am sure all of us do, that Muslims
are also suffering at the hands of this famous “anti-*
that we all talk about. Therefore hopefully we will be
mindful of all of our responsibilities as it pertains to
all of our brothers and sisters in the sphere that we
are operating in.

Re. Alcee Hastings

Albert Einstein once said, “The world is a dangerous
place not because of those who do evil but because of
those who look on and do nothing.” Governments
throughout the OSCE region and throughout the
world can no longer look on silently as ageless
threats of anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia, and
prejudicial discrimination and intolerance continue to
threaten the livelihoods of each and every one of us.
And I will depart from the rest of my prepared
remarks and stay clearly under the five minutes that
have been allotted to me. You are going to do a lot of
talk, but here is where I think we are, and here is my
charge to all of us not just in the OSCE but in the
respective organizations that do this work. And my
compliments to the Institute on Religion and Public
Policy and the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding,
and my good friends from the NCSJ.

We have passed this point now where we need to
come together. We are preaching to the choir. We
know what the problem is. Many of us — all of us at
some level — have lived the problem. The time for us



now is to use the experts among us that are in this
room and to bring in the other technical experts that
are around this world to bring
to bear true implementation of
the ideas that have fomented
from the three conferences on
anti-Semitism that have gone
forward. In the interim, I was in
Brussels at the racism and
xenophobia conference as well.
The time for action is now.

Addressing Islam and Iran

I want to bring in what I believe is among the more
troubling things in our society for all of the Middle
East and indeed the world. Friends, whatever is
happening in the radicalization of human beings is
affecting us and it is impacting Jews and others,
Muslims, and Blacks. Somewhere this seed of hatred
is spreading throughout the world, and those of us
that are tolerant need to find a way to put this dirty
weed down. Now, I can tell you, we can come
together and talk about all of the forms of
discrimination all of the times that we want to. But
overarching all of this is what is happening in the
Middle East and more specifically in Iran. We need
to try to figure a way to settle some of those issues
and to do so with the kind of vigor that can bring
dramatic change. The residual spillover from those
particular events is what I think fuels much of the
anti-Semitism and much of the intolerance.

Last night on the boat going to Mt. Vernon, I sat with
the distinguished chair of the Tajik delegation and
their ambassador to Vienna. For more than 40
minutes I listened through translation after putting the
question to him, how were they handling matters in
their region in Central Asia and what portends for us
as a result of the recent occurrences in Uzbekistan
and elsewhere. What he said to me was something I
believe most of us know but have not really paid the
kind of attention that is needed. He said one of the
reasons this rise of radicalism inside Islam is taking
place has to do with a lack of respect of religion, but
that is not the dominant reason. He told me that in
Tajikistan what they did was mandate that 30 percent
of their elected body would be Muslims. But he said
what he found and what is happening, not only in that
region but elsewhere, is that the radical element is
interested in power and they are not interested in
religion. We tend to focus it in a different way when
their hatred is spewed toward us.

I am telling you, it is time for new thought, and out of
this conference my challenge to you is to come up

with more than the phrases and the rhetorical
flourishes and trying to say the smartest thing about
getting rid of anti-Semitism. Hatred will destroy us
all if we do not take action.

Thank you very much Mr. President. I would now
like to turn it over to our co-chairs who really need
no introduction around this room as Congressman
Hastings didn’t need an introduction, either. Thank
you so much, Congressman, for your leadership.

I will just point out, as Congressman Hastings did say
a few moments ago, that it really is Chris Smith and
Gert Weisskirchen who have led this effort.

There are a number of leaders
from the effort in this room, but
I see the co-chairs of this effort
— outside this room and inside
this room — as being Chris
Smith and Gert Weisskirchen.

So with that, I will hand it over to the two of you. I
have already given a bit of an introduction about our
speakers, but most important — as Congressman
Hastings said — is not so much who they are but what
they have to tell us about where to go from here. So
Congressman and Professor, thank you very much.

Professor Gert Weisskirchen

German Bundestag

Vice President, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly

Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-
in-Office on Combating Anti-Semitism

Where do we go from here? That is the question that
I raised for myself after Cordoba. And I must tell you
that after Cordoba I did have a mixed feeling,
because of two facts: The first, that the Berlin
Declaration was from the outset very good, clear cut
and had the commitments laid out. And from Berlin
over to Paris, Brussels, and then to Cordoba, we have
seen a development. And I must say, to be very open
and frank, I would have thought that in Cordoba we
would have seen a better development. Although I
am not against the Cordoba Declaration, no doubt, I
would have thought that we could make it better in
order to implement what has been said and what has
been taken in the Berlin Declaration.

Honoring the Berlin Commitments

Only some of the countries made it well — the United
States of America, at first, Britain, France, and some



others, Canada too. These four countries are a good
model of what they have delivered, to bring about
data — that is the basic line — and then to try to focus
on different issues. And in this regard I do think that
on two items Cordoba was a success. Although the
[Cordoba] Declaration was not that clear following
the opening that we have seen in Berlin, on two
issues I do think that it was a success, dealing at first
with the media, and a lot of good recommendations
came out of this debate. And Andy [Baker, of the
American Jewish Committee] was the one to lead this
panel, and he did it wonderfully. And the experts had
given a lot of good material in order to work on this
in advance. And then the second panel was on
Holocaust education, and I do think that again the
recommendations that were produced out of this
debate were really good ones to work on. So in this
regard, I do think that Cordoba was on one hand a
success dealing with issues, but on the other hand
showing the weakness of the member states not to
deal in a proper way with what they had committed
to in Berlin and the follow-on conferences in Paris
and in Brussels.

So what to do? I do think we should follow strictly
what the President [Hastings] has said. We should
now try to find out in what way we could bring about
a real action plan. I do have the feeling now, turning
to our level — the Parliamentary Assembly — that the
supplementary item [“Resolution on Combating Anti-
Semitism,” subsequently adopted by the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly] which we both are bringing
forward could be a good enhancing point in order to
fulfill the implementation process we are in. And I do
hope that if the parliamentarians are ready to enhance
this implementation process, they now have the real
key in their hands in order to take some of the
elements of the parliamentary items into their own
national debate. That is what I hope for, because not
only we are the ones to bring this into the national
and to the international debate, but parliamentarians
could play a real outstanding role. They are not
governments and they are not civil societies, but in a
way they are right in the middle of that kind of
process. We are the ones that are responsible to think
of our future societies.

Parliamentarians and NGOs

We need, in this regard, the support of civil society,
of NGOs [non-governmental organizations], and the
only ones who really could act in this regard are
parliamentarians because they are not linked to the
governmental level but they are linked to the societal
level. So I do hope that we are ready to pick that up
and have a debate once a year in all respective

national parliaments. This could be a focal point to
bring about that we are responsible in the fight
against anti-Semitism.

And in the end — because we should have an
exchange of views, I do think — I would like to draw
your attention to the Anti-Defamation League report
from May this year. They covered 12 European
countries, how the tendencies of anti-Semitism are
growing or not growing. There is a slight reduction of
some attitudes. This has something to do with the
clear and open debates we tried to inaugurate with
this fight against anti-Semitism.

Take the example of France, or take the example of
Germany. The government in France took a clear-cut
position against anti-Semitism and, not to forget, the
clear-cut decision that the Assemblé Nationale did in
a lot of lawmaking processes — very clear. This
reflects that we can do something, we can make a
difference as parliamentarians to start a process, to
start a debate in our respective societies, and then
follow up this debate. And now it comes to two ways
that we should try to work out the kind of action plan
I have envisioned.

First is to go to these countries
who are lacking, who are not
delivering databases, for
instance, who are not really
tackling, who are not really g
fighting. Take the issue — that m
was the reason I went to the Prof. Gert Weisskirchen
Russian Federation, because of

the unbelievable letter that 19 Duma members
signed, although the President [Putin] made a clear-
cut statement against anti-Semitism in a brilliant way
in Krakow.

But this is one thing that the President is tackling. On
the other hand, there are different and contradictory
tendencies within the country. So we have to focus
on these different structures in these societies. Not
only Russia, take Ukraine, take others, there are to be
seen these contradictory tendencies. That is one
thing. I do hope, in talking about these issues with
parliamentarians, that in the end there will be a
convincing attitude of the political elite fighting
against anti-Semitism.

Continue the OSCE Focus

The last thing is that I do hope we come to the next
point after Cordoba. We should think about in what
way we are doing the work, especially because Mr.
[Omiir] Orhun is here, too, the personal



representative dealing with Islamophobia. We two,
together with Mrs. [Anastasia] Crickley [personal
representative on Christianophobia and xenophobia],
we should think about the idea in the end of this year
to have an exchange of views with the outgoing
Chairman-in-Office and the incoming Chairman-in-
Office in order to be, if possible, much more active
than we were in the first half of this year.

And there are some problems to be solved as we have
debated on. I do hope that the end of this year can be
a new starting point, so that we are ready to work
together in a comprehensive way, and you know my
attitude towards this. I do think that anti-Semitism is
a kind of a special historical problem. I do not want
to go into details, but only to mention that I as a
German know what I am talking about. And in this
regard, anti-Semitism is the kind of evil that we, from
the beginning on — from the starting point when we
are observing and seeing what is occurring — we have
to fight really in the best way we can, and I would
hope that you could understand this point of view. In
closing, Christopher Smith, we both and all the others
in the Parliamentary Assembly, and Michel [Voisin],
we are keeping up our awareness and fighting this
evil when it is occurring. Thank you.

The Honorable Chris Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
Co-Chair, U.S. Helsinki Commission

Let me say to my good friend and colleague, Gert
Weisskirchen, what an honor it is to share the podium
with him. He has laid out, I think for all of us, the
importance not only of the issue but of keeping our
hand to the plow. There is a concern we all have that
a ‘compassion fatigue’ — a fatigue — will set in: “Been
there, we’ve done that, we’ve had the conferences
now we move on to other things,” and that would be
the most egregious mistake we could possibly make.

We are at the beginning — not
even in the middle, not at the
end — this is a beginning
effort. And I want to thank
Gert Weisskirchen for his
leadership; he has done a
magnificent job.

For the record, when we began partnering as
parliamentarians along with Jerry Grafstein and Mr.
Voisin — who joined us in these resolutions and has
been a leader in France — it made the difference to not
only educate but sensitize and mobilize each and
every one of us to bring the message back to our own
parliaments and to work collectively as well. It has

been said that one man, one woman with a passion is
worth a thousand with an interest. We need people
who are passionate about eradicating this scourge,
this cancer called anti-Semitism, from the face of the
earth. We start in our own countries, but we need to
work cooperatively and in a collaborative way.

Let me also say that on our Commission — the United
States Helsinki Commission made up of nine
members of the House, nine members of the Senate
and three members of the Executive Branch — no one
has been more dogged in his determination than my
good friend and colleague Ben Cardin. There is no
distance between us. I am a Republican, he is a
Democrat. We roll up our sleeves and we work
passionately on this, and I want to thank Ben for his
leadership as well — it has been extraordinary. Let me
also say that there are good friends like Vladimir
Farsirotu from Romania.

I just walked in and I met an
old friend Tom Melady — the
former U.S. Ambassador to the
Vatican — and his wife
Margaret, who have been very
staunch friends of the fight
against anti-Semitism.

Eleanor Holmes Norton is here, of course, and Alcee
Hastings mentioned her before. She, too, is a great
believer in trying to eradicate all forms of racism and
xenophobia, including this terrible and despicable
anti-Semitic belief.

20" Century Lessons

Let me just put down a couple of thoughts and then
move on. In 1982 — Shai Franklin is a good friend
and has been for many years — one of his colleagues
and I, Mark Levin and the National Conference on
Soviet Jewry, as it was known then, went to the
Soviet Union.

I mention this because it is so important that the
NGOs and the advocates who know so much, that
they not assume that parliamentarians are always
aware or have the depth of knowledge. They invited
me to go to the Soviet Union, to Moscow and
Leningrad, to meet with Refuseniks, men and women
who had been denied exit visas from the Soviet
Union and who were being systematically
discriminated against. While we were there in
Moscow, Natan Sharansky — then known as Anatoly
Sharansky — his mother made an impassioned plea to
us that her son was going to die as a result of the very
cruel treatment he was receiving because of his belief
and because of the fact that he was a Jew.



We made representations in our Congress, we went
down to the embassy, we raised the issue in meetings
with Moscow leaders. And he got some of the help
that he needed, and being the tenacious man that he is
he survived to fight another day. But that experience
coupled with some that I had had earlier in meeting
with Holocaust victims, including one when I was in
my early teens, who I remember rolled up his sleeve
and said, “This is the number that they tattooed on
my arm,” and then he talked about the loss of life that
he saw and experienced.

For those who have not done it, we need to encourage
our colleagues to go to the Holocaust Museum.
Approximately 50 went yesterday, hopefully more
will go. You cannot walk through the Holocaust
Museum and not walk out a changed man or a
changed woman. Even those of us who feel we know
it, when you look at the faces of the people doing
“Heil Hitler,” they could be anybody’s kids, big
wide-eyed smiling kids giving a salute to a man who
epitomizes death and destruction and hatred. It shows
that any society can be deceived, and in this case an
entire nation was deceived.

We had a hearing in 1995 — and I chaired it — entitled
“The Rising Tide of Anti-Semitism.” With the
breakup of the Soviet Union and all the talk about a
peace dividend, and the fact that things were going to
go from black to white, we quickly found that it went
to a very dark-colored gray and that in Russia, for
example, there was a very disturbing trend towards
privatizing acts of anti-Semitism. And then we found
that government leaders were putting their hands in
their pockets, or worse. Indifference very often
enables evil, and it was there.

Berlin’s Promise, Cordoba’s Shortfall

In 2002, and Ben was there, and many of my
colleagues were there — George Voinovich who is a
great leader on behalf of this issue. We heard again
about this rising tide of anti-Semitism and decided
that’s it, it’s time to do something dramatic. We
asked the Administration to put together a meeting
which we eventually had in Berlin and before that in
Vienna. While we made the recommendation, it was
Steve Minikes who worked that issue very, very hard
in the diplomatic quarters among the OSCE but also
among the Administration to make them aware of the
fact that something had to be done dramatically: Get
all the issues on the table, and then follow up
hopefully effectively with an action plan.

I think it is disturbing that at Cordoba, 13 nations did
not provide data on hate crimes. Another 13 were

infirm in their submissions, in that they did not give
any kind of chronicling of what is actually
happening. They talked about the laws but missed the
mark in terms of what they had been asked to do;
maybe they did not have it. I am very concerned
about the troubling recognition of the problem; we
want to end this problem. But in the United States,
according to the ADL, our own acts of anti-Semitic
behavior have gone up 17 percent. That is a
disturbing trend. We have not put a tourniquet on this
as we wanted. We certainly now have to start a
redoubling of our efforts. Cordoba has to be a start of
best practices, and implementation, implementation,
and more implementation. None of this actually is on
automatic pilot.

Parliamentary Leadership

Finally, let me suggest to my colleagues, we need to
keep promoting this, we need to find that one or two
or three people who will make it happen in their
parliament. You don’t need the whole parliament to
be working on it. You need a Jerry Grafstein, you
need a Gert Weisskirchen to take this burden upon
themselves and promote it ‘24-7’.

Let me also say that we passed, and it was signed by
President Bush — and you might even look at doing
this in your own respective parliaments — the Global
Anti-Semitism Review Act of 2005. And very soon,
President Bush will name an envoy to head up that
office who can be the lightning rod — just as we have
an ambassador at large on international religious
freedom, as we have an ambassador at large heading
up our anti-trafficking efforts — to focus your foreign
policy and your domestic policy like a laser beam on
these issues.

United Nations Role

Finally, just let me say that United Nations reform
now has begun. I chair the International Relations
Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human Rights and
International Operations. I had it six years previously
and I have back again this year. We have already held
a number of hearings on UN reform. I would go year
in and year out to the UN Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva, and would be shocked and
dismayed at how rogue nations were sitting in
judgment and very often running interference for
those who are committing egregious human rights
abuses around the world, whether it be Sudan or
Cuba, or other nations. There they would be,
ambassadors in good standing running interference,
watering down resolutions. Now we are moving, |
believe, to a Human Rights Council where the price



of admission as an adjudicator of human rights today
would be that you have at least met minimum
standards with regard to human rights.

We need to redo the human rights enforcement
mechanisms. They have been infirm and —
unfortunately — very unevenly applied, and I could
talk the whole day about that. As we move towards

It has been three years, we have made some progress,
but we have a long, long way to go if we are serious
about doing something about this problem. The
Berlin Conference produced a very good Declaration
which called for several goals, specifically to get the
Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
to take up the issue of anti-Semitism. That
declaration was not easy to get, and the man

new reform, I would ask you all to join us in one big
movement to end that situation where we have
general resolutions and then a whole category
attacking Israel, which is so disproportionate and
hate-filled. I have sat through those sessions and J
debated and been a part of it; it is awful. . v

responsible for it is Steve Minikes.
He did an outstanding job under
some really difficult circumstances
and got a declaration that meant
something. I would be remiss also
if I did not mention [Ambassador]
Ed O’Donnell [U.S. Special Envoy
on Holocaust Issues] who worked

It was Sharansky who at Berlin made the point about Ambassdos

the three “D”’s. Anyone can disagree with the State of
Israel on any issue or with the United States, as you
do often and very robustly — that’s what democracy
and dialogue are all about. Sharansky said that when
you see the three “D”’s — demonization, double
standard, and deligitimization — watch out, because
that is when anti-Semitism rears its ugly head. The
[Israeli] Knesset debates issues like we do in
Congress, and like you do, in the Bundestag, but once
you cross that line which is so easily crossed by so
many, that is where you get into the ugly specter of
promoting anti-Semitism. Much has to be done. I
look forward to working with all of you.

I will just help and expedite the process, and
introduce Senator Voinovich, with whom I have had
the privilege to work very closely on this issue, and I
say work closely because he has really been carrying
a lot of the water on this issue on Capitol Hill,
especially on the Senate side. There is no single
person responsible for what we have achieved so far,
but there is a small number of individual leaders
without whom we would not be here. And they are
all, as I said before, true believers. Senator, thank you
very much for your leadership, and we look forward
to hearing your remarks.

The Honorable George Voinovich
U.S. Senate

Thank you very much. It has been
referenced that we got started on
this at the Helsinki Commission in
2002. We followed with an ad hoc
meeting in Berlin [during the 2002
Parliamentary Assembly]. We had
the conferences in Vienna, Berlin,
and Cordoba.

Sen. Georé
Voinovich

O’Donnell & Minikes  with all of us, too, on that issue

here in the United States.

We mentioned Cordoba, and prior to that meeting I
met with [Slovenian Foreign Minister] Dimitrij
Rupel, who is Chairman-in-Office of the OSCE, to
try and light a fire under him to be committed to this.
I met him again before Cordoba, when I met with
him in Slovenia, and I think that the agenda for the
Cordoba meeting was very good. But as it was
pointed out, one thing that was missing was our
Secretary of State. The fact that [then-Secretary of
State] Colin Powell was at the Berlin Conference
meant a great deal. It is important for the United
States, when we have these kinds of meetings, to do
everything in our power to ensure that the top person
is there because when they are there — you know
what that means, that other people will be there.

Commit the Resources

Where are we going? Number one, we have talked
with Christian Strohal who heads up ODIHR. I met
with Gert in my office, and the bottom line is — like
$0 many times in government — you ask someone to
do a job and you do not give them the resources to
get the job done. And so I asked Christian to give us
the budget that he needs to get the job done. This
afternoon when we go back at 2:30, [ have a
resolution dealing with ODHIR and its budget
[subsequently adopted by the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly]. The fact is, if we are interested in getting
something done, we have to provide the resources to
do the job. If that is not forthcoming, then I think we
also need to go to the NGOs, and Gert has come up
with some suggestions on how NGOs can help in this
process. By the way, I want to also mention that
without NCSJ and some of the other organizations,
the progress we made would not have happened.



They did an outstanding job outside the government
entity to get the job done.

So we need a budget. We also need to get some
specific things, and Gert has a wonderful resolution
that I think will be considered tomorrow. It urges the
participating states to adopt national uniform
definitions for monitoring and collecting information
about anti-Semitism and hate crimes. In other words,
let’s have a definition that we all agree to, and then
let’s have metrics to determine whether or not people
indeed are meeting them. And we recommend
national data collection and monitoring mechanisms.
And we talk about a call for national governments to
allot adequate resources to the monitoring of anti-
Semitism, including the appointment of national
ombudspersons or special representatives.

Setting an Example

One of the things we did here in the United States, all
of us working together, was we created this global
anti-Semitism legislation. The State Department
should be congratulated that even before the
legislation was signed, we now have a section in the
State Department’s Religious Freedom and Human
Rights reports on what’s happening around the world.
And we are hopeful that very soon the Secretary of
State is going to appoint someone to head up the
office to combat and monitor anti-Semitism. But for
those of us in the United States, we need to do a
better job in our own country of doing some of the
things we are asking other countries to do, so we can
show that we’re very sincere about this. You cannot
ask others to do something without you in your own
right doing the job that you should be doing.

And I know that a lot is being done, but I think that a
lot more has to be done. Instead of beating somebody
over the head, the next year at our meeting, Gert and
Chris, we ought to talk about the progress that some
people have made and recognize them as benchmarks
and celebrate the successes that we have had.
Provide some initiative for people to get excited
about this. Find those one or two people in those
parliaments who are going to take this on.

UN Reform

The last thing that I want to mention is that, yes, we
are working in the OSCE and trying to do the job that
we think needs to be done on this issue. But all of us
know that it also has to be done in the United
Nations. I know there is a controversy about what the
UN should do. But I want to tell you something,
folks. I believe that with the Mitchell-Gingrich report

— with the statement that Kofi Annan has made — he
finally gets it. We have the best opportunity in my
lifetime to see the reforms that we need at the United
Nations, including eliminating the UN’s anti-Zionism
and anti-Israel bias by going from the Human Rights
Commission to a Human Rights Council that has
people on it who are dead serious instead of the
facade we have had for so many years.

And again I am urging you not miss this opportunity
that we have at the United Nations to make the
changes that are needed. If we blow it, shame on us.
It is there to be had, and we need to make sure that it
gets done. And I thank all of you for everything, and
your respective organizations. All of you are making
a difference in terms of this issue. I have two mottos:
One of them is, “Together we can do it,” the other is,
“With God, all things are possible.” And I really
believe that together and with some inspiration we
can do a real job in this area that is so important to
the future of the world.

Shai Franklin

Thank you very much, Senator. Colette Avital is one
of Israel’s most distinguished diplomats. Having
served as Israel’s ambassador to Portugal and also as
Israeli Consul General in New York — which is a very
senior posting — Colette Avital is now one of the
leaders in the Knesset and has been a leader on behalf
of the Israeli delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly. I first met her in that capacity in 2002 in
Berlin, where she played an important role. And
Israel, as I may have mentioned previously, plays an
obviously important role in shaping our response and
in advancing that response. So, Ambassador Avital,
thank you very much.

Her Excellency Colette Avital
Israeli Knesset

First of all, very sincerely — and
those are not really words said
with politeness — I would really
like to thank those who
organized this meeting, our
hosts, and more importantly
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those who have initiated and have done so much in
the struggle against anti-Semitism from Berlin in the
year 2002 until now. I am saying this as an Israeli, I
am saying this as a Jew. I am saying this as someone
who was born Jewish, did not choose to be Jewish,
who is proud to be Jewish, and as a Holocaust
survivor. With all of these, I do not take things for
granted. I know that what you have done was not
easy to achieve. Part of the job has been done. The



fact that today the phenomenon has been
acknowledged, that so many resolutions have passed,
that your resolutions have percolated through to
higher echelons. All of these are extraordinarily
important achievements and I really and truly would
like to thank you, to thank more particularly the
leaders of the German and the United States
delegations: Professor Weisskirchen and Christopher
Smith, and obviously all the other friends who have
helped all along.

I am a little bit moved when I speak, because I think
that this issue is very important to us. I think that
much has been achieved. I have not been at Cordoba,
but I have listened very carefully to some of the
reservations that have been expressed. What has been
achieved is very important, but I have also seen
attempts to dilute some of these achievements and to
make anti-Semitism sort of be part of a wider group
of racism and xenophobia. Again, having lived
through many experiences, I think that anti-Semitism
is a separate, distinct phenomenon and I believe that
it should be treated as such.

Parliamentary Priorities

I would like to say, in addition to what has already
been said, two or three things. You have been
monitoring the efforts that have been made in many
countries. You have monitored also the continuation
of acts of anti-Semitism. It is true that some of these
have been reduced. I believe however that what we
need to do as parliamentarians — and I’ll concentrate
on that — involves three issues.

Legislation

Number one, I would concentrate as much as we can
on the issue of legislation. I have with me a list of the
countries that have passed legislation which covers
the issue of anti-Semitism and includes at the same
time the issue of Holocaust denials. And I can read
the list to you. It is Croatia, France has very extensive
laws, the Vatican, Latvia, Slovakia, Spain, Romania
has a very good law, Sweden, Switzerland, Mexico
has just adopted a very compl